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ETAD defines dyes as 
 
Dyes are intensely colored or fluorescent organic substances only, which impart color to 
a substrate by selective absorption of light. They are soluble and / or go through an 
application process which, at least temporarily, destroys any crystal structure by 
absorption, solution, and mechanical retention, or by ionic or covalent chemical bonds.  
 

 

Kindly reproduced by permission of ETAD – The Ecological and Toxicological Association of Dyes and Organic 
Pigment Manufacturers. 

ETAD seeks to base its positions on sound science and to coordinate the efforts of its members to minimize any 
possible adverse impact of organic colorants on health and environment. Member companies are obliged to adhere 
to the ETAD Code of Ethics, which is based on the principles of responsible care. 

It has a representative on the Colour Index Editorial Board CIEB. 

Further information on ETAD is available from their web site http://www.etad.com  


